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MARCH 8TH, WHEN IT COMES TO HEARING VENUS WINS  
 

WORDS, WORDS, WORDS: WOMEN HAVE BETTER HEARING; MAYBE 

THAT’S THE REASON WHY THEY CHATTER MORE THAN MEN  

On the occasion of International Women’s Day (March 8th), Amplifon releases a 

video-infographic and comic illustration offering an amusing view on gender 

differences in hearing 

 

Milan, March 4th, 2015 – Gender differences should be respected and … heard. In fact, women 

have better hearing than men: scientific studies put in evidence the fact that men’s hearing 

declines twice faster than women’s and that women generally have a higher hearing threshold 

at voiced speech frequencies (around 1,000 Hertz) up to the age of 50. Some experts claim 

that ladies’ better hearing could explain why they have different listening and learning skills 

and are experts in the “art of chatting”. On the occasion of International Women’s Day (March 

8th) Amplifon releases a video-infographic and comic illustration offering an amusing 

view on gender differences in hearing to enhance awareness on women’s “peculiar hearing”, 

suggesting the need for personalised hearing solutions.  

“Hearing loss – explains Alessandro Martini, Otolaryngology Professor, Università degli 

Studi di Padova – affects men to a greater extent. Already in 1994 a large American 

longitudinal study first disclosed that women have better hearing and this finding was recently 

confirmed by an Italian study conducted on the population of the Veneto region. Available data 

tell us that women have a higher hearing threshold at around 1,000 Hertz and at voiced speech 

frequencies in general. But with the passing of time, hearing differences between men and 

women tend to subside after the age of 50”. 

“The reason women have better hearing – adds Martini – is partly due to the protective effect of 

female hormones between the ages of 30 and 50, but also to men’s greater exposure to noise 

at work and during leisure activities. From a young age, boys tend to play noisier rough-and-

tumble games than girls, then, as adults, men are more exposed to loud noise (e.g., hunting and 

shooting sports, using an electric drill for DIY). In addition, men are statistically more prone to 

workplace accidents, car crashes and violent attacks”. 

Today 590 million people all over the world and more than 7 million Italians have hearing 

problems. It is estimated that by 2050 more than one billion individuals worldwide will 

have hearing loss: a problem that entails a reduced perception of sounds and difficulty 

understanding speech, especially when spoken in a low voice and/or in the presence of 

background noise. Hearing loss is more common in the elderly due to natural ageing of the 

hearing system. As a matter of fact, more than 40% of people aged 60-69 years have 

significant hearing loss and its incidence rises to 90% over the age of 80. 
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The main gender differences in hearing: 

1. women have better hearing than men, especially at 1,000 Hertz and at voiced speech 
frequencies in general; 
 

2. some experts claim that better hearing explains why women have different listening and 
learning skills; 
  

3. hearing deteriorates twice as fast in men compared to women; 
 

4. men’s hearing threshold starts to diminish at around the age of 30, whereas this occurs 
much later in women; 
 

5. hearing differences subside as the years pass by, but women benefit from the protective 
effect of female hormones between the ages of 30 and 50, making idiopathic hearing 
loss more common among men.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

To comment on Twitter: #womenshearing @AmplifonGroup 

Watch the video-infographic: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eYbBQVh5fJU&feature=youtu.be 

 

Look at the comic illustration:  

http://www.amplifon.com/Corporate%20News_ITA/ENG/CFAVERO%20%20Ampl_%20engl%20

DEF%2096dpi%20RGB%20.jpg  
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The Amplifon Group is the world leader in the distribution and personalized fitting of hearing aids and correlated hearing care 

services. With its direct and indirect network of 3,300 points of sale, more than 3,200 service centres and 2,000 affiliate shops, 

Amplifon is present in Italy, France, the Netherlands, Germany, United Kingdom, Ireland, Spain, Portugal, Switzerland, Belgium, 

Luxembourg, Hungary, Egypt, Turkey, Poland, Israel, the USA, Brazil, Canada, Australia, New Zealand and India.  
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